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Case Study





Prompt: Students in a living-learning community 
centered on environmental justice decide to 
protest a board of trustees meeting to push the 
institution to divest from fossil fuels. In 
response, an upset trustee suggests that the 
institution should not be ‘allowing activists’ to 
live and work with each other and that they need 
to be exposed to differing views. The VPSA asks 
you to meet for a briefing. You’re the director of 
the LLC, how do you respond?



Does the trustee have a point? 
What are other critiques of 
immersive educational practices 
related to civics or politics?

How would you describe the 
educational benefits of the living-
learning community?

How would you explain why 
students in a living-learning 
community might be compelled to 
participate in activism?

Reflection 
Questions



Setting the Context



“The connection between 
activism and educational 
experiences that institutions 
intentionally offer and promote 
(e.g., HIPs) is pivotal in helping 
institutions understand how 
they might shift to seeing 
student activism as an asset
and an important learning 
outcome.”
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https://unsplash.com/photos/PDxYfXVlK2M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/connection?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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What We Found: 

Study Results



Outcome of Interest: Student Activism

Results



Participated in Activism



HIPs & Student Activism



HIPs & Student Activism



HIPs & Student Activism



HIPs & Student Activism



How does your campus think 
about the connection between 
student activism and 
educational practices? How do 
you know?

Do any of the findings from our 
study resonate with you? Why 
or why not?

How would you explain these 
findings to a colleague?

Quick Pair 
& Share



‘So what?’

Implications for Practice
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Next Steps



Three ideas or takeaways 
from the session…

Two colleagues you could 
follow up with to help 
translate your ideas to 
action..

One question for yourself or for 
us…

What I 
Got?



Thank You


